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21st Century skills – have we been 
doing them right all along?

Christopher Graham

21st Century skills – tell me about them 2
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21st Century skills
– a framework

Reproduced from Battelle for Kids. (formerly P21)
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21st Century skills in your classes

Information literacy

Digital literacy

Prioritising

Team working

Problem solving

Making decisions

Separating facts and opinion 

Making presentations

Cause and effect

Register

Note-taking

Questioning and expressing 
opinions

Building rapport

Reasoning

Identifying assumptions

Co-operation and trust

Checking understanding
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How can we teach them?

By integrating them into our 
classroom practice. (Spoiler –
we already do this).

5

Making connections 6
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Approach One 7
21c skills 

in 
coursebook

Discuss in 
context of 

book

Exemplify 
in 

classroom 
practice

Loop back

Approach Two 8
Exemplify 

in 
classroom 
practice

Reflect

Refer to CB 
if 

appropriate 

Discuss
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What interactions go on in your classes?

Giving instructions.
Groupwork
Collaborative projects
Pairwork
Presentations
Project work
Online tasks

Reflecting
Discussing grammar together
Peer writing and editing
Peer correction
Listening and comparing
Jigsaw reading
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Group work
Collaborative projects
Pair work

Team working

Problem solving

Making decisions
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Online tasks

Information literacy

Digital literacy

Separating facts and opinion 
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Discussing grammar together
Peer writing and editing
Peer correction

Team working

Problem solving

Co-operation and trust

Reasoning 
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Giving instructions

Co-operation and trust

Checking understanding

Building rapport
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there are many others too – chat about it 
with colleagues 14
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Reflection 15
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